STEPHEN W. RANKIN

Address:  29879 Eastridge Drive
Parkerfield, KS 67005
Phone: 214+926-6498 (cellular)
CURRENT POSITION
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SPIRITUAL MATURITY PROJECT
WORK EXPERIENCE

SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY, 2009-2020
Chaplain and Minister to the University, Adjunct Professor of Church History and Ministry

Dean of Student Life, ad interim (June 2013 – January 2014; June 2015 – January 2016; January 2017 – July 2017)
Interfraternity Council Advisor, ad interim (February 2010 – July 2012)
Faculty, Course of Study (Perkins School of Theology), 2014, 2017-Present

SOUTHWESTERN COLLEGE, 1995-2009

Professor of Religious Studies (Department Chair) and Campus Minister

Note: At both Southern Methodist University and Southwestern, I had extensive experience teaching online courses, including, more recently, hybrid courses.
SAINT PAUL SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

Visiting Professor of Church History, 2001-2002

Faculty, Course of Study School, Saint Paul School of Theology, 1997 – 2000

Adjunct Professor, United Methodist History, summer 2000, summer 2001, summer 2006

Adjunct Instructor, IN 220 (interdisciplinary core unit; history, theology and practice of pastoral care), 1994

BETHANY COLLEGE (Lindsborg, Kansas)

Adjunct Instructor, Religion Department, 1994 – 1995

MARQUETTE/WINDOM UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES, 1992-1995 
Pastor
NORTH NORTHFIELD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 1988-1992

Minister of Teaching and Discipleship (while attending graduate school)
FLORENCE/AULNE/YOUNGTOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES, 1984-1988
Pastor
EVANGELIAL CHURCH OF CASAL PALOCCO (Rome, Italy), 1981-1984
Youth Leader and Pastor
EDUCATION

Doctor of Philosophy
Joint Program in Religious Studies, Northwestern University and Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 

Dissertation title: “Methodism and Manchester:  Foundations for Cultural Change, 1740-1820”

June, 1997  

Master of Theology

Missions and Evangelism

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

Thesis title: The Influence of Theological Education on Membership Decline in The United Methodist Church 

June, 1992

Master of Divinity

Saint Paul School of Theology

May, 1986

Bachelor of Science

Kansas State University

December, 1978
PUBLICATIONS

VIDEO/AUDIO PRESENTATIONS

“The Gospel Makes Grown-up Christians,” Seven Minute Seminary, Seedbed, January 3, 2018.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vXMPP23myk
“College Chaplaincy and College Ministry,” a radio interview on “For Christ and Culture,” KCBI, Dallas, TX, June 23, 2015

“The World Changers We Shape”
TEDx Talks – Southern Methodist University

April 11, 2014

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03Y5zlYFsCQ
“John and Charles Wesley: Background to Aldersgate”

Wesley Ministry Network, August, 2010
BOOKS

Aiming at Maturity: The Goal of the Christian Life, Eugene, (OR: Cascade [Wipf and Stock], 2011)
Current Research 
Monograph on the critical educational value in maintaining distinctive theological commitments in religiously affiliated colleges and universities.
CHAPTERS IN BOOKS
(Forthcoming) “What to Teach and How to Teach Laity in the Local Church” in Kenneth J. Collins and Ryan Nicholas Danker, Welcoming the Next Methodism.  (Franklin, TN: Seedbed, 2021)
“John Calvin and John Wesley on Sanctification,” in Embodying Wesley’s Catholicity.  (Eugene, OR, Pickwick, 2017.) 

“A Particular Ministry in a Pluralistic Context” in The Prophetic Voice and Making Peace: Theological Reflections on United Methodist Collegiate Ministries. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2016)  
“What’s Wrong with ‘Meaning Making’ to Describe Faith?  The Problem of Sharon Parks’ Kantian Assumptions for Student Development,” in Todd Ream… eds., A Faith for the Generations: How Collegiate Experience Impacts Faith, (Abilene, TX: Abilene Christian University Press, 2015).
“And the Things You Have Heard from Me: Discipling Emerging Adults,” in Lyle Dorsett and Ajith Fernando, eds., Fulfilling the Great Commission: Essays in Honor of Dr. Robert Coleman (Franklin, TN: Seedbed Publishing, 2015).  
Introduction, Thirteen Discourses on the Sermon on the Mount, (Franklin, TN: Seedbed Publishing, 2014).
“The People Called Methodists” in Henry H. Knight, III, ed., From Aldersgate to Azusa Street: Wesleyan, Holiness and Pentecostal Visions of the New Creation (Eugene, OR: Pickwick Publications, 2010).

“An Affectional Epistemology” in Henry Knight, et. al., From Azusa to Aldersgate… (Eugene, OR: Pickwick Publications, 2010).

“How an Obscure Bible Verse Sparks Thinking about Our Work with Young People,” in Henk Pieterse, ed., The Promise of Campus Ministry, (Nashville: General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, 2010).

“DISCIPLE Bible Study and Transformed Lives” in W. Stephen Gunter and Elaine A. Robinson, eds., Considering the Great Commission: Toward a Wesleyan Praxis of Mission and Evangelism, (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2005)
(My blogs: www.stephenrankin.com, “Rankin File”; www.spiritualmaturityproject.org.  “Pressing On”)
ARTICLES (Academic and Professional)
“Real Renewal—What Does It Take?”  Firebrand Magazine, February 22, 2021.
“E. Stanley Jones’ Legacy,” Christian History #135 (2020), p. 
“The Gospel in the University,” The Living Church, January 11, 2019 (https://livingchurch.org/2019/01/10/the-gospel-and-the-university-campus/)

“Christian Witness in Trying Times, Catalyst (www.catalystresources.org, February, 2015)
“Confessor-in-Chief,” Christian History, #111 (2015), pp. 18-21
“Amid the Wreck of Things,” Christian History, #104 (2013), p. 29.

“Campus Ministers as Catechists” https://faithoncampus.com/blog/campus-ministers-as-catechists/, April 7, 2011.

“Wesley and War: Guidance for Modern-Day Heirs?” Methodist Review, Vol. 3 (2011): 101-139.
“Where the World Gathers,” (with Judy Henneberger), The Cutting Edge: Official Newsletter of the Association of Higher Education Parent/Family Program Professionals, August 2010.
“Re-balancing the Cognitive Legacy: the Religious Affections in Christian Formation,” Epworth Review, Vol. 36 #3 (2009).  
“On Teaching Evangelistic Preaching: A Bibliographic Essay,” Journal of the Academy for Evangelism in Theological Education.  Vol. 18 (2002-2003): 47-57.

“A Perfect Church: Toward a Wesleyan Missional Ecclesiology,” Wesleyan Theological Journal.  Vol. 38 #1 (Spring 2003): 83-104.

“Theology in Eighteenth-Century Conversion Narratives: What History Might Teach Us,” Journal of the Academy for Evangelism in Theological Education.  Vol. 15 (1999-2000): 48-56.

The Day of Small Things: The Haystack Prayer Meeting.  Challenge to Evangelism Today.  Vol. 32, No. 2.  (Fall 1999)

The Importance of E. Stanley Jones Chair of Evangelism in United Methodist Seminaries.  Forward.  (Winter 1992)

REVIEWS

Jared Maddox, Nathan Bangs, Wesleyan Theological Journal, vol. 55 #1, Spring 2020, pp. 230-233.  
Jacob L. Goodson, Strength of Mind: Courage, Hope, Freedom, Knowledge, Eugene, OR: Cascade, 2018.  Christian Higher Education, vol. 18 #4, 2019, pp. 335-337.  
Henry H. Knight III, Is There a Future for God’s Love: An Evangelical Theology, (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2012).  Wesleyan Theological Journal, vol. 50 #1, Spring 2015, pp. 210-212.  
Geordan Hammond and Peter Forsaith, eds., Religion Gender, and Industry.  Wesleyan Theological Journal, vol. 49 #1, Spring 2014, pp. 206-208.
William Gibson, Geordan Hammond, eds. Wesley and Methodist Studies, vol. 3. Didsbury Press, 2011, 80 pp. In H-Net Reviews (www.h-net.org).
John Kent, Wesley and the Wesleyans, in Scottish Journal of Theology, vol. 60 #1, 2007, pp. 115-118.
Michael J. Anthony and Warren S. Benson, Exploring the History and Philosophy of Christian Education: Principles for the Twenty-first Century in Journal for the Academy for Evangelism, vol. 20, 2004-2005.

Terrance L. Tiessen, Who Can Be Saved?  Reassessing Salvation in Christ and World Religions in Journal for the Academy for Evangelism vol. 20, 2004-2005.
Kenneth D. Boa and Robert M. Bowman, Jr., Faith Has Its Reasons: An Integrative Approach to Defending Christianity in Journal of the Academy for Evangelism in Theological Education vol. 19, 2003-2004.


Marvin A. McMickle, Living Water for Thirsty Souls: Unleashing the Power of Exegetical Preaching in Journal of the Academy for Evangelism in Theological Education vol. 17, 2001-2002.

James W. Sire, Habits of the Mind: Intellectual Life as a Christian Calling in Journal of the Academy for Evangelism in Theological Education vol. 17, 2001-2002.

Simon Ross Valentine, John Bennet and the Origins of Methodism and the Evangelical Revival in England in Fides et Historia  vol. 30 #2 (Summer/Fall 1998), pp. 117-118.

PRESENTATIONS (Academic):

Prayer and Spiritual Discipline in a Wesleyan Key
Youth Summit, Southwestern College

July 22, 2019
The Gospel and the University
The Living Church Institute

November 30, 2018
John Wesley’s Anthropology: A Resource for Empathy Development Among College Students

Oxford Institute for Methodist Theological Studies
August 15, 2018
What Makes Methodism Methodist?
Youth Ministry Summit

Southwestern College

July 26, 2018
Calling and the People of God

Wiley College Interns Seminar

January 27, 2018
“Order Our Steps”

Wiley College Leadership Prayer Breakfast

January 26, 2018
“What’s Wrong with ‘Meaning Making’ to Describe ‘Faith?’  The Problem of Sharon Parks’ Kantian Assumptions for Student Development”
A Faith for the Generations: Explorations of How Collegiate Experience Impacts the Cultivation of Faith in the Decades to Come

Taylor University

October 16, 2014
Preparing Your Children for College

St. David’s School, Raleigh, North Carolina

October 24, 2013
In Honor of Dr. Robert Coleman
Asbury Theology Seminary Chapel

October 23, 2013

The Christian Theological Foundations for a Church-Affiliated University
Willson Lecture, Southern Methodist University

October 16, 2013
Searching for a Wesleyan Pedagogy for Church-Related Higher Education
Wesleyan Theological Society

Seattle Pacific University

March 22, 2013

Imagining a Twenty-first Century University
Willson Lecture, Southern Methodist University

March 28, 2012
Seeking a Better Way: SMU as a Leader in Church-Affiliated Higher Education
Willson Lecture, Southern Methodist University

March 10, 2011
Savvier, Yet More Dependent: Pedagogy for the Emerging Generation

Perkins School of Theology Faculty Banquet

September 17, 2010
Faith on Campus
Symposium on Campus Ministry

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
Nashville, TN

October 17-19, 2009

Learning for Missional Leadership: Theological Education Re-Arranged”

Wesleyan Pentecostal Consultation

October 25, 2008

Why the Church?

Christian Perspectives Week

Central Methodist University

Fayette, Missouri

March 26, 2008
An Affectional Epistemology
Wesleyan-Pentecostal Consultation

Nazarene Theological Seminary

Kansas City, Missouri

October 21, 2006
The Basics of Theological Method

“Catalyst” (Wesley Foundation), University of Arkansas

September 6, 2006
The Church’s Role in Health Care Access: Theological Reflections
Conference on Faith and Health Care Access

Southwestern College

March 30-31, 2006

The Christian Historian’s Dilemma

Conference on Faith and History

Oklahoma Baptist University

September 23, 2006
(1) “Re-Constituting the Heart: What We Love and How We Think”

(2) “Reading Karl Barth for Your Devotions: Theology’s Crucial Role in Spiritual Formation”

Staley Lectures
Union College

Barbourville, Kentucky

March 14-16, 2005

Respondent – “What the Media Need from Theologians”

AFTE (A Foundation for Theological Education) Christmas Conference

Orlando, Florida

December 11, 2004
“The Journey to God in a Complex Organization: Christian Discipleship at Southwestern College”

Religious Educators Conference, United States Army

February 9-10, 2004

San Antonio, Texas
“The Role and Significance of Undergraduate Theological Education in Church-Related Colleges” 

Christmas Conference 2003

Society of John Wesley Fellows, A Foundation for Theological Education

December 13, 2003

“Motivation and Vision: The Missional Dynamic of the Wesleyan Movement”

Wesley Studies Conference

Saint Paul School of Theology

Kansas City, Missouri

November 7, 2003

“Forget the Botox: John Wesley at 300”

Tabor College Convocation

Hillsboro, Kansas 

November 3, 2003
Perspectives on ‘A Wesleyan Vision for Theological Education and Leadership in the 21st Century:’ From the University

Presentation and Panel Discussion

Christmas Conference 2002

Society of John Wesley Fellows, A Foundation for Theological Education

December 14, 2002

A Perfect Church: Toward a Wesleyan Missional Ecclesiology

Wesleyan Theological Society

March 2, 2002
Methodism and the People: Wesley’s Practical Divinity at Work

Wesley Studies Conference

Saint Paul School of Theology

Kansas City, Missouri

November 9, 2001

Can Anything Good Come Out of Epworth?  The Wesleyan Doctrine of Christian Perfection and the Formation of Victorian Culture

Conference on Faith and History

Point Loma Nazarene University (San Diego, California)

October 21, 2000

Hungering for Holiness

Kansas Wesleyan University

October 29, 1992

The Catholic Wesley 

Fellowship of Saint James, Chicago, Illinois

April 12, 1991

PRESENTATIONS (Church) 

Belle Plain United Methodist Church

January 30 – February 2, 2020

Cheney United Methodist Church

September…2019

Spiritual Maturity Weekend

Bahamas Methodist Churches

2/10-2/12/18

Bible Teacher

Texas Christian Ashram

July 23-26, 2017

“Sexual Orientation: How the Church Thinks and What the Church Should Do”

Chapel Hill Fellowship United Methodist Church

October 12, 2015

Salem Camp Meeting

Covington, Georgia

July 10-17, 2015

“When You See These Things”

Renewal Fellowship Banquet (Great Plains Annual Conference)

June 11, 2015

“More than Right Opinion”

North Texas Evangelical Fellowship (North Texas Annual Conference)

June 9, 2015

“Fixing Our Gaze on the Glory”

“Walking the Narrow Way

“Refresh” Campus Ministry Conference

December 12-15, 2014
Know the Road Your On (Walking the Narrow Path, One Thing is Impossible: Jesus Said So, Take Care Who You Listen To)
Holland Preaching Series

Anthony United Methodist Church

Anthony, KS 

October 26-27, 2014
The Spiritual Maturation of College Students
Prepare 2013 (Shared Space)

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry event

Chicago, IL

June 26-29, 2013
Getting Ready for College

Allen First UMC Youth

June 2, 2013
Sagacious Disciples (Extended Seminar)
Why Doctrine Matters (Elective Seminar)
Theologian in Residence

Princeton Forum on Youth Ministry

St. Simons Island, GA

1/29-1/31/13
“A Bleak Situation, A Blessed Opportunity”

Keynote: Perkins School of Youth Ministry

January 14, 2013

Leadership Development

Spiritual Development

Group Development
Texas Annual Conference Campus Ministers Retreat

The Woodlands, Texas

January 4-5, 2013
Aiming at Maturity

Men’s Retreat

Chapel Hill Fellowship UMC, Wichita, KS

October 19-20, 2012

Aiming at Maturity

North Texas Evangelical Fellowship Retreat

September 10-11, 2012

Power Perfected in Weakness

Sharing the Sufferings of Christ

Living as Prepared to Die

Owen Lectures, Lovers Lane United Methodist Church

April 3-5, 2012

Education the World: Reflections on The Great Brain Race.
Dean’s Roundtable, Perkins School of Theology

February 8, 2012

Faith on Campus: Still Crazy After All These Years

Dean’s Roundtable, Perkins School of Theology 

March 8, 2011
Religion and Politics Panel Discussion 

(Panel of Dr. Matthew Wilson, Dr. Jim Denison, and Mayor Leppert, sponsored by SMU Tower Center)

October 27, 2010

Crossing the Line (Panel Discussion on Anti-Semitism)

Anti-Defamation League
Plano, Texas

October 26, 2010
Re-Claiming Vocabulary for Faith

Stephen Ministry Meeting

Spring Valley UMC

October 5, 2010

The Church and Ministry with Young Adults

North Texas Annual Conference Evangelical Fellowship

Wichita Falls, Texas

June 7, 2010

The Religious Landscape at SMU

Regional Board of Directors, Anti-Defamation League

Dallas, Texas

May 13, 2010

The Measure of a Man’s Heart

March 28-29, 2008

Men’s Retreat

Chapel Hill Fellowship United Methodist Church

Wichita, Kansas

Toward Christian Maturity: Wesleyan Theology and Campus Ministry

“Refresh”

December 3-6, 2007

The Woodlands United Methodist Church

The Woodlands, Texas
The Basics of Emerging(ent) Church

Builders in Ministry Week

Southwestern College

February 27, 2007
United Methodist History Course (Other Denomination pastors)

Mt. Sequoyah, Arkansas

September 4-11, 2006
Discipling the Heart

Southwestern College Homecoming Workshops

October 21, 2005
Cultivating the Spiritual Disciplines

First Baptist Church Spirituality Retreat

Winfield, Kansas

September 30-October 2, 2005 
Cultivating the Spiritual Disciplines
United Methodist Health Fund Health Renewal Conference

Rock Spring Ranch, Kansas

April 8-9, 2005
Tending the Flame at Southwestern College

Institute of Higher Education (sponsored by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry of The United Methodist Church, the National Association of Schools and Colleges of The United Methodist Church, and the United Methodist Higher Education Foundation)

Nashville, Tennessee

June 13-15, 2004
The Unique Gifts of the United Methodist Tradition
Workshop for “Exploration 2002”

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, United Methodist Church

Chicago, Illinois

November 16, 2002

Wesleyan Spirituality and the Postmodern World
Trinity Methodist Church

Petaling Jaya (Kuala Lumpur), Malaysia

November 11, 2002

(1) Challenges from John Wesley

(2) Why John Wesley Again?

National Association of Korean-American Pastors Serving Cross-Racial Appointments

Chicago, Illinois

August 15, 2001

(1) From Modernism to Postmodernism: How We Got There and What Difference It Makes

(2) Religious Pluralism: What’s It All About?

(3)I am Not Ashamed of the Gospel (Sermon)

(4) What to Do?

Pacific Northwest (United Methodist) Annual Conference Evangelical Convocation

Richland, Washington

March 11-13, 2001

Salvation’s Story: The Bible’s Evangelistic Narrative

DISCIPLE Teacher’s Workshop

Southwestern College

June 9-10, 2000

Evolution and Christianity: Clarifying the Debate

Public Forum, Southwestern College

September 23, 1999

Geography of Judah: Walking the Jericho Road

DISCIPLE Teachers Workshop

Southwestern College

June 12-13, 1998


Kansas West Annual Conference (UMC) Bible Study Teacher


May 27-30, 1998

Spiritual Formation and the Family


Woodland UMC Family Life Retreat

May 2, 1998

The Discipling Church: History Repeats Itself

DISCIPLE Teachers Workshop

Southwestern College

June 13-14, 1997

Contemporary Invitational Worship

Kansas West Annual Conference (UMC) Discipleship Explosion

March 2, 1996

The Basics of Wesleyan Theology

Lay Speaker Academy

Kansas Wesleyan University

October 1, 1994

Developing a Lifestyle of Evangelism

Kansas West Annual Conference (UMC) Discipleship Explosion

March 6, 1993
What the Church has Believed about Jesus the Christ

Beliefs and Boundaries Conference


Great Bend, Kansas

October 1993

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 
Spiritual Maturity Project – a non-profit 501c (3) organization for teaching, consulting and mentoring people, congregations, campus ministries, and church-related colleges into deeper understanding and experience of the Christian faith.  (www.spiritualmaturityproject.org)  This work includes the development of online courses (not for academic credit, but rigorous).
Southern Methodist University – 

· Center for Faith and Learning: an initiative to integrate Christian faith with scholarly research, publication, and teaching activities for faculty; Faith and Learning Scholars – one-year discipleship experience that helps students integrate the Christian faith with academic and career aspirations.  Created advisory board and raising funds toward $2.5 million to endow the Center in perpetuity.  

· University Worship: Re-instituted university worship after a several year hiatus.  Currently, we have a midweek traditional chapel service (Wednesday Worship).  
· North Texas Faculty Fellowship: Helped to lead the development of a network of Christian faculty from several North Texas universities, with semi-annual day retreats.  

Southwestern College – 

· Campus Ministry: Revitalized campus ministry, particularly chapel services. 

·  Discipleship Southwestern: Launched a four-year co-curricular program of study and service to develop Christian disciples and leaders.
· Department Chair, Philosophy and Religious Studies Department: Chaired changes to core requirements and basic curricular direction with an emphasis on pre-seminary preparation and minors in targeted vocational areas (e.g. minor in youth ministry and worship leadership).
· Online Bachelor of Arts in Pastoral Studies and Youth Ministry: Designed the pastoral studies degree to introduce learners to the content and practices of pastoral ministry and to prepare them for graduate theological education. 
· Master of Arts, Specialized Ministries: Developed an online Master of Arts in Specialized Ministries focusing on youth and young adult ministry.
Board Memberships

2015-present - United Christian Ashram: Affiliated with the United Methodist General Board of Discipleship, this board oversees Ashram (retreats developed by the Methodist missionary E. Stanley Jones) groups and events across the United States.  
2013-2019 - A Foundation for Theological Education (AFTE): This group raises funds for and selects PhD students for leadership within United Methodism, either in the academy or the church.  

2019-Present – Fellows Academic Advisory Committee (AFTE) John Wesley Fellows

2011-2017 – SMU Wesley Foundation Board of Directors

1999-2009 – Kansas Collegiate Athletic Conference Governing Council – Southwestern College Faculty Athletic Representative
1991-2009 – President, The Cornerstone International: A missionary-sending, humanitarian organization.  

OTHER RELEVANT ACTIVITIES

2011 - Review Team, Baylor Spiritual Life, Baylor University, like an accreditation visit.

2009 - Accreditation Team, Church of God Theological Seminary, Cleveland, TN.  Wrote report on Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP).
AWARDS

Southern Methodist University “M” Award, 2016

Southern Methodist University Student Senate Outstanding Administrator Award, 2014

The Francis Asbury Award (General Board of Higher Education and Ministry), 2007

Exemplary Teacher Award, General Board of Higher Education and 

Ministry, The United Methodist Church, 1997

John Wesley Fellowship (A Foundation for Theological Education), 1990
MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

American Society of Church History
Wesley Historical Society

Wesleyan Theological Society
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